American English Pronunciation

Vowel Sounds

Consider the vowel sounds in the words in the table below.  Don’t worry about the consonants that precede or follow them, just concentrate on the vowel sound.

· Which sounds are focused in the front part of the mouth?

Which are focused in the back of the mouth?

· Which seem to be located high in the mouth?

Which are located lower in the mouth?

· For which of them do your jaw and lips seem relaxed?

For which do your jaw and lips seem tensed?

· For which of them do you need to round your lips in some fashion?

	Sound
	Front/Back
	High/Low
	Tense/Lax
	Rounded?

	beat
	
	
	
	

	bit
	
	
	
	

	bait
	
	
	
	

	bet
	
	
	
	

	bat
	
	
	
	

	but
	
	
	
	

	pot
	
	
	
	

	boot
	
	
	
	

	put
	
	
	
	

	boat
	
	
	
	

	bought
	
	
	
	


· Your students are confused by the following sounds.  What advice would you give to try to help them with their pronunciation?

beat vs. bit

boot vs pot

bat vs. bet

Consonant Sounds

· The following pairs of sounds are very similar.  What is the main difference in how they are pronounced?

d / t
p / b
s / z
f / v

· How is the first group of sounds different from the second group of sounds?

d / t / k / g / p / b 
s / z / f / th / m / l / sh

· The following pairs of sounds are very similar.  What is the main difference in how they are pronounced:

p / f
s / sh
l / r
m/n

Word Stress

Consider the following words.  Based on sound only, decide how many syllables they have and which syllable gets the strongest stress or accent.


pencil
today
tomorrow


yesterday
interesting
television


biology
biological
biologist


inform
informative
information


record (noun)
record (verb)

Sentence Stress or Rhythm

· How many syllables are there in each of the following sentences?

· How many major stresses are there?

· How long does it take you to say each sentence?

· What are the implications of this?

Dogs chase cats.

The dogs chase the cats.

The dogs are chasing the cats.

The dogs have been chasing the cats.

Intonation

· Where is the last stressed syllable in each of the following sentences?

· At the very end of each of the following sentences, does your voice go up or down?  Why?

What time is it?

Where are you going?

Did you go to the game?

Have you seen that movie?

What’s the temperature?

Is it hot?

· How would you probably pronounce the following?

I can’t believe it!

That’s incredible?

Are you sure?

· What intonation pattern do we use to indicate a pattern in a sequence?

I’d like some soup, some salad, and a cup of tea.

Please pick up a newspaper, some bread, and some bananas.

How is that different from: 


Please pick up a newspaper and some bread.

· What is the primary purpose of intonation?
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