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Speaking Skills for English Language Learners
Needs assessment
· Who are your students?
· What do they want to do that they can’t do?
· What do you need to know to help them?
Power tools
· Using language to get more language

· Making recordings

· Writing things down

Listening and pronunciation basics
· Distinguishing sounds – minimal pairs

· Word stress

· Sentence stress and reduced forms

· Basic intonation patterns

Cultural differences
· Nonverbal communication

· Directness (and indirectness)

· Language differences & interference
Working with speaking
· Controlled to less controlled activities
· Repetition and drills
· Dialogs
· Information gap activities
· Free conversation
· Who is doing most of the talking?
Questions and discussion
Useful resources

Power tools

I’m sorry, I didn’t understand what you said.

Could you please repeat that?

I’m sorry. I don’t speak English very well.

Could you please speak more slowly?

What does ______________ mean?

How do you pronounce this word?

How do you spell that?

How do you say _____________ in English?

Tutoring record sheet
Name ______________________                                       Date ____________________

	Pronunciation
	Expressions
	Grammar

	
	
	

	Vocabulary
	Presentation / non-verbal
	Notes

	
	
	


Minimal pairs
shoe
chew
light
right
tree
three

this
diss
made
mate
birth
Bert

ship
sheep
bet
bat
moon
moan

1. He went for a ride on a (sheep/ship.)

2. Ann can’t (shell/sell) the corn.

3. Norma wants to (race/raise) horses.

Word stress

today
pencil
yesterday
tomorrow

On a Diet
First she gave up smoking.

Then she gave up gin.

Then she gave up chocolate cake.

She wanted to be thin.

Then she gave up breakfast.

Then she gave up lunch.

On lazy Sunday mornings

she even gave up brunch.

No matter what she gave up,

Her skirts were very tight.

‘Cause she ate twelve cans of tuna fish

For dinner every night.

Graham, 1978,   © Oxford University Press
Working with speaking

Controlled (--------------------------------------------------------------------------------( Less controlled

I’m going to drive to the supermarket.

Tomorrow morning I’m going to drive to the supermarket.
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