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Slang—an active introduction
What is slang?

·   Informal, one or two words, considered non-standard

·   Varies by  age, region, or other demographic factors
·   May relate to illicit activities or may be vulgar or vituperative
·   Over time may change to standard status 
Student difficulties with slang

· Undergraduate international ESL students
Origins of this project
· New first-year international students at Middlebury
· William Safire article in New York Times
· Checking with NS undergraduate informants
Methodology

· Slang Collection assignment in undergrad TESOL methodology course
· Results of the initial collection
· Problems with the initial collection
· Forming of project team

Project

· Refining of original list

· Survey construction and research

· Web site construction
· Idioms team

Slang and Idioms
Activities for teaching slang

· Fill in the blank dialogs

· Listening fill-in-the-blank

· Sentence matching exercises
· Crossword puzzle

· Campus research projects
Electronic resources
Joe McVeigh dot org – handouts and PowerPoint presentations


www.joemcveigh.org

Middlebury College Slang Project

https://segue.middlebury.edu/sites/slang-glos

Introduction to TESOL Course Web Site


https://segue.middlebury.edu/?&action=site&site=intd1028a-w08
Dave’s ESL Café Slang Page


www.eslcafe.com/slang/

Urban Dictionary


www.urbandictionary.com/

The Online Slang Dictionary


onlineslangdictionary.com/

The Internet Slang Dictionary


www.noslang.com/dictionary.php

Print resources
Adams, M. (2009). Slang: The people’s poetry. New York: Oxford University Press.

Ayto, J. & Simpson, J. (2008). Stone the crows: The Oxford dictionary of modern slang. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Brown, S. &  Eisterhold, J.  (2004). Topics in Language and Culture for Teachers.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Burke, D. &  Harrington, D. (1999). Street Speak 1: The Best of American Slang & Idioms.  Los Angeles: Caslon Books. [and many other slang-related books]
Cooper, T. (1999). Processing of idioms by L2 learners of English. TESOL Quarterly, 33(2) (pp. 233-262).

Claire, E. (1998). Dangerous English 2000:  An indispensable guide for language learners and others. McHenry, IL: Delta Publishing Co. 

Flexner, S. B. & Soukhanov, A. H. (1997). Speaking freely: A guided tour of American English from Plymouth Rock to Silicon Valley. New York: Oxford University Press.

Hargraves, O. (2008). Slang Rules!: A practical guide for English learners. Merriam-Webster.

Liu, D. (2003). The most frequently used spoken American English idioms: A corpus analysis and its implications. TESOL Quarterly, 37(4)  (pp. 671-700).

Spears, R. A. (1997). Slang American style: More than 10,000 ways to talk the talk. Lincolnwood, IL: NTC Publishing Group.  (Previously published in 1995 as: NTC’s dictionary of slang and colloquial expressions 2nd ed.).
Activities for teaching slang
1.  
Fill in the blank activity with slang expressions describing people

couch potato          catch             cold          crush       loaded           player        hot

Jack:
Why didn’t you pick up the phone when I called you last night?

Mary:
You ignored me in school today and were so _____________.

Jack:
 I thought you were mad at me because you heard I have a __________ on Angela and I’m a real ____________.

Mary:
I’m not mad because of that but because you’re such a lazy ______________. 

Jack:
You know that I’m a good ______________ because I’m ______________.
2. 
Matching column activity with slang expressions related to drinking and relationships
_____ 1. black out


a. to engage in heavy, usually prolonged kissing 

_____ 2. hot



b. extremely intoxicated

_____ 3. buzzed


c. to fall asleep very quickly due to exhaustion or alcohol

_____ 4. knocked up


d. to lose one’s memory as a result of extreme intoxication


_____ 5. pass out


e. a close relationship; exuding stylish qualities

_____ 6. make out


f. sexy, popular or in style

_____ 7. wasted


g. pregnant, often referring to an unplanned pregnancy

_____ 8. tight



h. moderately inebriated

3.   
Dialogue using slang expressions related to academics
Li Ming, a student from Shanghai, arrived on campus in the U. S. for the first day of classes. He overheard the following conversation in the cafeteria.
bomb                   all-nighter                   crammed                 screwed 

Pete: 
How’s it goin’ man?

Andy:  Finals tomorrow, so I pulled an ______________.

Pete:
Me too. I’m so far behind, so I ______________ ‘til way after midnight. 

Andy:
If I don’t do well and I ______________ the exam, I’ll fail my economics class for sure. Then I’ll be _____________ because my GPA will go way down.  My mom will kill me.

Pete: 
I’m in the same boat.

Activities for teaching slang
4.  Cross-word puzzle using slang expressions related to academics and describing people
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EclipseCrossword.com


Across

3.
Curt, severe, or callously insensitive

5.
A man who is very smooth in conversation and starts relationships with many women with no intention of commitment

7.
Temporary infatuation or the object of infatuation

8.
To do poorly or fail

Down

1.
In trouble, in a predicament

2.
An attractive person of the opposite sex

4.
To have a large amount of money, to be rich

6.
To study a large amount of information quickly
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[ Find an easy link to the slang project and dictionary and download an electronic copy of this 

and other handouts and PowerPoint slides at www.joemcveigh.org ]


